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they could reach Khankah and find supplies of fodder and drink
and could rest from their fatigues. But the Amirs would not
have it so, and the Turks succeeded in entering Khankah.
Then the Sultan ordered his troops to pass that night in front
of the camp in the saddle, fully accoutred, and only to sleep
in turns for fear of a night attack. An intense fear of
Ibn 'Othraan's forces now prevailed amongst the Circassians.
On the approach of his army to Khankah most of the in-
habitants left with their families and goods, and went into
Cairo for fear of plunder and massacre by the Turks. Then
the Salimi Arabs began to lay hold of any Turks they could
catch, and, decapitating them, brought their heads to the
Sultan, who ordered them to be hung up on the Bab al-Nasr,
and Bab Zawllah.

The Sultan inspected the troops in Raidaniyyeh, fully
accoutred, with the chief and subordinate Amirs ; the former
were accompanied by the drums and fifes, and it was an
important day. The Sultan then went out to Birkah al-Haj
[95] with the Amirs and all the troops; he returned to camp
preceded by torches, drums, and fifes.

The columns of troops extended from Jebel al-Ahmer to
the fields of Matariyyeh, the whole plain was covered with
them. It was said that the Sultan, on hearing that Ibn
'Othman was at Belbeis, ordered that the granaries there and
in the neighbourhood, and even those in Khankah, should be
burnt. Great quantities of straw, bran, wheat, barley, and
beans were burnt, to save them from Ibn 'Othman's troops,
who required them for themselves and their horses, and would
"have been thus strengthened for the fight.

The following incident was said to have happened before
the end of this year. The Sultan was sitting in his tent when
a Turcoman, entered wearing a red cap and a quiver, with a
muffler drawn over his face. The Sultan had a few of his
suite with him. On approaching the Sultan he was pushed
back by some of the eunuchs, who were standing by, and
when his chest was touched a pair of long breasts were found,